The current concept of Alepidea amatymbica Eckl. and Zeyh. embraces two distinct species which can be distinguished on the basis of leaf morphology: (1) A. amatymbica sensu stricto, which has the radical leaves attenuate at their bases and (2) A. cordifolia B.-E. Van Wyk, a new species with the radical leaves cordate at their bases. The new species also differs in the presence of minute hispid hairs on the terminal parts of the peduncles and sometimes also on the basal parts of the involucre and the sepals, styles and stylopodium. The two species are vicariants, with A. amatymbica occurring from the Eastern Cape Province northwards to the southwestern parts of KwaZulu-Natal and A. cordifolia from here northwards to Lesotho, Swaziland, Mpumalanga Province and eastern Zimbabwe.
Introduction
Alepidea is a genus of ±25 species with a wide distribution range in southern and eastern Africa, from South Africa northwards to Kenya and Ethiopia (Dϋmmer, 1913; Weimarck, 1949; Cannon and Constance, 1978; Cannon and Sampaio Martins, 1981; Germishuizen et al., 2006; Klopper et al., 2006) . The plants are characterised by simple leaves with markedly toothed and setacous or bristly margins, attractive pseudanthia with prominent involucral bracts, and sessile flowers. As is suggested by these morphological features, the genus is firmly placed in the subfamily Saniculoideae, a position confirmed by recent molecular systematic studies (e.g. Calviño and Downie, 2007) .
Alepidea amatymbica is an important source of traditional medicine (Watt and Breyer-Brandwijk, 1962; Hutchings et al., 1996; Van Wyk et al., 1997) . The highly resinous rhizomes contain kaurene-type diterpenoids (Rustaiyan and Sadjadi, 1987; Holzapfel et al., 1995) and are commonly sold on traditional markets as Ikhathazo (IsiZulu) or lesoko (Sesotho). The rhizomes and roots are widely used as a general medicine for a variety of ailments, including respiratory tract infections and gastro-intestinal complaints (De Castro and Van Wyk, 1994) . In vitro studies have shown that crude extracts of A. amatymbica have anti-hypertensive, antibacterial and diuretic properties (Hutchings, 1989) .
As part of our ongoing project on the taxonomy of African Apiaceae (e.g. Van Wyk and Tilney, 2004; Calviño et al., 2006; Magee et al. (in press ); Winter et al., 2008) , we here provide clarity on the circumscription of this important member of the genus. Herbarium and field studies over a period of several years have revealed the presence of a distinct new species, hitherto confused with A. amatymbica. The distinction is of considerable importance to plant conservationists, as fairly large quantities of ikhathazo are regularly available on traditional muthi markets. The formal lectotypification of the numerous varieties of Alepidea is a complicated matter that will be dealt with in a comprehensive revision of the genus. The locality and description of Zeyher 728 leaves no doubt about its identity].
Robust, acaulescent, perennial herb with one or more rosettes of leaves and sturdy, erect, hollow, grooved, leafy inflorescences, 1.0-1.8 m high. Roots numerous, slightly fleshy, arising on thick, resinous rhizomes up to 25 mm in diameter. Basal leaves simple, large, up to 480 mm long, distinctly petiolate, petioles up to 200 mm long and 10 mm in diameter, lamina narrowly ovate to oblong, (90-) 120-220 (-370) mm × 35-60 (-70) mm, cordate at the base, reticulate, margin regularly dentate, with each tooth protracted into a hair-like trichome 1-4 mm long; cauline leaves usually sessile, lamina ovate to ovate-oblong, variable in size, decreasing in size acropetally and gradually merging with the bracts, up to 120 × 50 mm, margin regularly dentate, with setae up to 3 mm long. Inflorescence scape up to 1.8 m, racemosely or paniculately branched from below the middle, with the lateral branches short or long, minutely hispid in the upper parts. Pseudanthia andromonoecious, numerous, 7 to 10-flowered, 8-12 (-15) mm in diameter, surrounded by 5 spreading or incurved bracteoles usually alternating with 5 much smaller bracteoles, bracteoles oblong, up to 8 × 3 mm, acute, coriaceous, keeled and nerved, green beneath, white above, sometimes with hispid hairs at the base. Flowers sessile; calyx lobes deltoid to ovate, ±0.2 mm long, sometimes minutely hispid at the base; petals oblong, ±1 mm long, white, with apex narrowed, inflexed. Styles erect or spreading, short. Stylopodium flat, margin lobed. Fruit ovoid to suborbicular, ±3 mm long (excluding stylopodium), ±3 mm wide, glabrous, smooth or very sparsely muricate at apex only, ±terete in transverse section; mericarps isodiametric or slightly dorsally compressed, commissure narrow, ribs prominent, obtuse, with solitary, very large oil duct in each rib, carpophore undivided. Seeds planoconvex and slightly to fairly deeply sulcate, especially beneath the dorsal rib oil ducts, commissural face flat, slightly concave or slightly convex.
Unlike Sonder (1862) most authors treated the attenuate and cordate-leaved forms in A. amatymbica as a single taxon. These include Dϋmmer (1913) , Wolff (1913) , Weimarck (1949) , Cannon and Constance (1978) and Cannon and Sampaio Martins (1981) . Burtt (1991) listed several varieties of A. amatymbica and noted the need for more detailed studies.
Diagnostic characters and relationships
A. cordifolia is easily identified by the cordate leaf bases of the radical leaves (Fig. 2) . When basal leaves are not available, the hispid hairs on at least some of the peduncles or bracts are diagnostic (Fig. 2) . Hairs are often also present on the sepals, petals, stylopodia and styles. Burtt (1991) noted the presence of dense papillose hairs on some specimens of "A. amatymbica", and which are now understood to represent individuals of A. cordifolia. Such hairs are not found elsewhere in the genus except in A. multisecta B.L. Burtt, where they are a distinct feature, or sporadically in A. peduncularis A.Rich. No trichomes could be found on any of the specimens of A. amatymbica available to us. The morphology and anatomy of the rhizomes and fruits of the two species (Fig. 3) are very similar and did not show any taxonomically significant differences. The fruits of both species are typical of the subfamily Saniculoideae in having very large rib oil ducts and no vittae (Fig. 3) but somewhat atypical in having practically no surface protuberances. Fruits of A. cordifolia, however, can usually be distinguished by the presence of at least some hairs on the sepals, stylopodium and styles. It may be useful to study the diterpenoids of the two species (Rustaiyan and Sadjadi, 1987; Holzapfel et al., 1995) , as a preliminary investigation indicated some quantitative differences in the main compounds.
Distribution and habitat
Alepidea cordifolia is geographically separated from A. amatymbica and occurs from KwaZulu-Natal northwards and eastwards to Lesotho, Mpumalanga Province, Mozambique and eastern Zimbabwe (Fig. 4) . A. amatymbica is ± restricted to the Eastern Cape Province of South Africa and the south-western parts of KwaZulu-Natal. Both species occur to the west of Pietermaritzburg, between Impendhle and Richmond. In this area, A. amatymbica occurs at lower elevations, while A. cordifolia is found at higher altitudes -the two species may be found in close proximity but their distribution areas do not appear to overlap. Both species grow in open grassland or on forest margins, often amongst rocks and/or along streams.
Flowering time
Flowering in A. cordifolia occurs in summer, mainly in February and March, with fruits present up to May. The herbarium record and field observations indicate that there are no differences in the flowering time between A. cordifolia and A. amatymbica. 
Moçambique
Manica a Sofala. -1932 (Chimanimani): Zuira Range, Tsetserra, (-BD), E. M. and W. 221 (BM).
